
Osage Community Cemetery, Inc. 

Bylaws

Article I - Name

The name of the corporation shall be Osage Community Cemetery, Inc.

Article II - Purpose

The purpose of the Osage Community Cemetery, Inc. as set forth in its Articles of 
Incorporation, dated November 14, 2006, is to provide for the care and maintenance of 
the Osage Cemetery and to foster interest in its grounds, grave sites and historical 
significance and the preservation thereof.

The corporation will establish a bank account to address the direct costs of the 
cemetery maintenance, preservation activities, corporation business, mailings, or fund-
raising projects that might be required.  The account will not be used to cover any 
personal costs of the membership associated with travel to the cemetery, meals, etc.

The membership will strive to develop an endowment corpus through which the 
investment proceeds may be used to provide maintenance of the cemetery.

Article III - Membership

Because the Osage Cemetery was created as a community cemetery, membership in 
the corporation is open to the descendants and families of those interred in the Osage 
Cemetery and to those individuals who have an interest in the cemetery.

Members will be expected to pay a nominal annual fee to help support the cemetery.

Article IV -  Board of Directors

A Board of Directors of at least seven and not more than nine members will be elected 
by the membership at the Annual Meeting.  The directors will be elected for staggered 
terms.  As of the date of adoption of these Bylaws in 2013, the current directors will be 
asked to serve either one, two, or three years, so that future elections of directors will be 
staggered. 

Nominations for any candidate for director may be made from the floor at the Annual 
Meeting.  Following the nominations, directors will be elected by the members present 
to serve for a three-year-term.
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In the event of the death, resignation, or refusal to act of any Director, the other 
Directors may elect his/her successor to serve such unexpired term.  The President or a 
majority of the Directors may call special meetings of the Directors or members at any 
time by giving such Directors and members at least 14 days advance notice of the 
same.  A simple majority of the Board of Directors will constitute a quorum.  

Article V - Duties of Board of Directors - provide general oversight to the functions 
and activities of the Corporation and approve any changes to the rules and policies 
potentially or directly affecting the cemetery or the Corporation, appoint an Audit 
Committee of three members of the Corporation to audit the books of the Treasurer 
annually, and insure that the Audit Committee gives their report at the annual meeting of 
the membership.  The Board may conduct business of the corporation by meetings, 
telephone, or email.

Article VI - Officers

The officers of the Corporation will be President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and Historian, all of whom will be elected in odd numbered years by the Board of 
Directors from their rank, at a meeting to be conducted immediately following the Annual 
Membership meeting held on a date selected by the Board of  Directors.  The officers 
will constitute the Executive Committee of the Corporation.

The President will be elected for a term of two years and may not serve for more than 
two consecutive terms.  If a President serves two consecutive terms, that individual may 
not be reelected as President for a period of at least two years.  All other officers will be 
elected for two year terms and may be re-elected.

Article VII - Duties of Officers

President - preside at the meetings of the Corporation, serve as ex-officio member of 
any committees that may be formed, serve as the formal spokesperson for the 
Corporation, and fulfill all the other duties normally expected of the chief executive 
officer of an organization.  The President with the assistance of the Treasurer will file 
required nonprofit forms with the State of Texas.

Vice President - preside at meetings in the absence of the President and perform other 
Corporation duties as may be delegated by the President.

Secretary - maintain complete and accurate records of all Corporation meetings and 
business.  The Secretary will also be responsible for keeping an updated membership 
list, mailing notices of meetings or other mailings and announcements as the 
Corporation may require, and other duties as assigned.
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Treasurer - receive and deposit all donations in the Corporation bank account, keep 
records of the names and addresses of all donors and the dates and amounts given, 
and will acknowledge receipt of said donations.  The Treasurer will be responsible for 
the disbursements of all Corporation funds.  Corporation checks will be cosigned by the 
Treasurer and by the President, or one member of the Board of Directors, as designated 
by the Board of Directors.  The Treasurer will make regular financial reports to the 
membership at all meetings of the Corporation and assist the President with forms 
required by the State of Texas.

Historian - update the documented history of the cemetery as information becomes 
available.  The Historian shall also prepare informational reports on the cemetery and 
the Corporation for newspaper publication as deemed appropriate by the corporation.

Article VIII - Standing Committees

There will be standing committees of the Corporation as follows:  Executive Committee, 
Nominating, and Finance and Budget.  The duties of the standing committees shall be 
as follows.

! Section 1.  
! The Executive Committee will be composed of the Officers of 
! the Board of Directors and will be empowered to transact 
! business of the Corporation between meetings of the Board, 
! including the receipt and disbursement of funds. 

! Section 2.
! The Nominating Committee will consist of not more than five (5)
! members of the Board, appointed by the President.  This committee will 
! recommend nominees for filling of vacancies on the Board of Directors to the 
! membership at the Annual Meeting.  The president is obliged to call for additional 
! names as candidates for Directors from the floor.  Those candidates receiving the 
! highest number of votes by members present at the Annual Meeting will be 
! declared elected.

! The Nominating Committee will also recommend a slate of
! candidates for the position of President, Vice-President, Secretary, !Treasurer, 
! and Historian of the Corporation.  The officers shall be elected by the Board 
! from their own ranks at a meeting of the Board of Directors following the annual 
! meeting in odd numbered !years.

! Section 3.
! The Finance and Budget Committee will prepare an annual 
! budget for the maintenance of the cemetery to be proposed to the Board 
! of Directors, review budget expenditures regularly and assist the Treasurer 
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! with the annual reports of financial condition.  They will also be responsible 
! for establishing an annual budget to facilitate the work of the Corporation, 
! including an estimate of the annual income of the Corporation from the 
! invested principal, projects, gifts, and other sources.  The Treasurer of the 
! Corporation will be a member of the committee.

! Section 4.
! The President, with the approval of the Directors, will designate additional 
! committees as he/she shall deem necessary to properly carry on the functions 
! of this Corporation.

Article IX - Meetings

The Corporation will have an Annual Meeting of the membership each year on a date to 
be selected, at a location determined by the Board of Directors.  Additional special 
meetings may be called as necessary by the President or by a majority of the Executive 
Committee of the Corporation.

Article X - Amendments

Consideration of amendments to the Bylaws may be initiated by the Executive 
Committee, the Board of Directors, or the general membership.  Written notice of 
proposed amendment shall be given at least one month prior to the meeting at which 
the said amendment is considered.  Any proposed changes must be passed by a 
majority of the membership present and subsequently ratified by the Board of Directors.  
Written notice may be submitted by email.

Article XI - Disposition of Funds in Event of Dissolution

If at any time this Corporation should be dissolved, no part of its funds or property shall 
be distributed to or among its members, contributors, directors, officers or any person 
as their private funds.  Should the Corporation dissolve, after the payments of all 
indebtedness, all remaining assets of said Corporation shall be transferred to the 
County Judge of Colorado County, as Director.  The County Judge and his successors 
in office shall have the same owner’s rights and obligations as the Board of Officers as 
herein provided.  In the event, after dissolution, the Corporation should be reactivated, 
the County Judge, after reactivation is proven to his satisfaction, is hereby authorized to 
deliver such funds to the duly elected officers. (Reactivation is hereby defined as 
whenever as many as six people who are or who become members of the Osage 
Community Cemetery, Inc. declare the Corporation reactivated by subscribing their 
names to a document stating that the Osage Community Cemetery, Inc. is hereby 
reactivated.)
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